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the time when Jahwism began to be identified with the appli-
cation of the Law, and to become more and more the religion
of the Book,1 since nomocracy seems to be the natural and in-
evitable complement of hierocracy. But we have reason to
believe that the earliest Scribes arose during the Exile, when
the Jews turned their attention to the relation between the
observance of the Torah and the state of Israel at that time.
It was not in Palestine that Ezra matured, yet in the book
that bears his name (Ezra vii. 11) we find him character-
ized as " the priest, the scribe, even the scribe of the words of the
Lord, and of his statutes." Nehemiah (viii. 1) refers to him in
similar terms and depicts him expounding the law to the
people.
As Jewish life was reorganized along the lines laid down
in the Law of Ezra, the Scribes gradually gained in importance
and their special type of learning took definite shape. Probably
the pioneers of the movement, the men who first undertook to
study the Torah from a purely human and practical point of
view and to make it legally applicable to doubtful cases, be-
longed to the priestly class. But as the priests yielded to
political influences and allied themselves ever more closely
with the aristocratic followers of the long line of foreign rulers
(Persians, Greeks and finally Romans), the Scribes became more
definitely experts and specialists and became distinct from the
priestly class.2
The next step was for each Scribe to found a school (Beth-
ha-Midrash) of which he was the Rabbi, and in which his teaching
was followed more or less closely according to the amount
of prestige he enjoyed. His disciples surrounded him with
an atmosphere of reverent devotion.3 In theory he was
unpaid and had to practise some other profession for a liveli-
hood.4
The passion with which these doctors guarded and protected
the Torah united them into a political party when its authority
was threatened. Thus, when Antiochus Epiphanes made his
attempt to Hellenize Israel, it was the Scribes who incited the
hasidim to their stubborn opposition. The stand made by these
hasidim should not be confused with the Maccabean revolt,
which was a much more popular movement. It seems that the
Scribes and hasidim only rallied somewhat grudgingly to the
1 CCLXVI, i, 35.    LXXV, ii, 313.	2 EB, art. Scribes, § 14.
3 Pirke Aboth, iv, 12. LXXV, ii, 317 quotes various passages from the
Talmud that take this completely filial relationship of pupils to master
for granted.
* Texts in LXXV, ii, 318.

